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Philippine Statistics Authority completes the 

Compilation of the Caraga Asset Account for 

Non Metallic Resources: 2015 - 2019  
In December 2021, the draft write-up for Caraga Asset Account for Non-Metallic Mineral 

Resources: 2015—2019 was finalized. An infographic and a briefer were also prepared re-

flecting the results of the compilation. 

On 29 November 2021 dur-

ing the RDC’s 108th Full 

Council Teleconference 

Meeting, PSA Regional Di-

rector and Regional Statis-

tics Committee Vice Chair 

Rosalinda C. Apura pre-

sented to the Caraga Re-

gional Development Coun-

cil (RDC) the result of the 

compilation of the Caraga 

Asset Account for Non-

Metallic Mineral Resources: 

2015 – 2019. This led to 

the issuance of RDC Reso-

lution No. 107 series of 

2021 supporting the contin-

uous conduct of the envi-

ronmental accounts compi-

lation in the region. 

 

The compilation of the re-

gion’s non-metallic mineral 

resources is undertaken by 

PSA Regional Statistical 

By Rhea Mae P. Abuzo 

Continue to Page 4 

Table reflecting the volume and value of production of non-metallic minerals in the region 



Hosted by the Department of Labor and Employment (DOLE), the 32nd National Statistics Month 

(NSM) celebration in Caraga region kicked off with a virtual Opening Ceremony on 11 October 2021 

via Zoom. This was attended by 100 participants from the different agencies including the Caraga Re-

gional Statistics Committee (RSC), Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA) regional and provincial offic-

es, and tri-media.  

Regional Director Rosalinda C. Apura of PSA welcomed the participants to the virtual conduct of the 

32nd NSM Opening Ceremony with the theme, ―NSM@32: Revving up for Economic and Social Re-

covery Through Evidence-Based Policies‖.  

In her opening message, Regional Director Priscilla R. Sonido of NEDA underscored the use and im-

portance of statistics in the formulation of policies, planning, and decision-making for both govern-

ment and private sector.  

Keynote speaker DOLE Secretary Bello III said: ―The department has always rely on research and 

statistics in determining labor market trends and issues and on implementing data-driven and evi-

dence-based policies and programs. Thus, labor statistics has significant role on the achievement of 

decent work for all the appropriate programs for job creation, better working condition, work-life bal-

ance, and assistance for vulnerable groups.‖  

Moreover, Assistant Secretary Dominique Rubia-Tutay of DOLE gave updates on the national em-

ployment recovery strategy. She informed the participants about the ―expanded trabaho, negosyo, at 

kabuhayan initiatives‖ of the government. This is in consideration of the changes in the labor market 

brought by the pandemic.  

Another highlight of the event was the awarding of the Best LGU Advocate for Statistics. RD Apura 
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Caraga RSC kicks off 32nd  

National Statistics Month  
 

By Presa P. Villarina 

Continue to Page 4 

Participants during the Opening of the 32nd National Statistics Month Celebration 
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   PSA Caraga presents the 

        32nd NSM  

Accomplishment Report  
By Presa P. Villarina 

The region’s accomplishment report on the 32nd 

National Statistics Month (NSM) celebration was 

tackled as one of the agenda during the 4th Quar-

ter 2021 Regional Statistics Committee (RSC) 

meeting on 22 November 2021 through teleconfer-

ence via Zoom.  

 

In line with the 32nd NSM celebration, the RSC 

members, national government agencies, and local 

government units in the region conducted statistical 

related activities during the month of October 2021. 

These activities include the conduct of statistical 

forum, statistical information dissemination activi-

ties, and statistical contest.  

 

For the region-wide statistical contests, the winners 

are as follows:  

 

Best Display of Statistical Practices Using In-

fographics  

1st Placer – PLGU Agusan del Sur  

2nd Placer – Department of Social Welfare and De-

velopment (DSWD)  

3rd Placer – Commission on Higher Education 

(CHED)  

Promotional Video  

1st Placer – Jessa E. Japay  

SSCT-Del Carmen Campus, SDN  

FB Stats Go  

1. Elmer Vincent L. Salise (ADN)  

2. Princess Ella L. Plaza (SDN)  

3. Ezekiel O. Pelayo (SDS)  

4. Ruthlyn N. Villarante (ADS)  

5. Resa Mae R. Sangko (SDS)  

6. Richard A. Binoya (ADN)  

7. Josielyn L. Taro (SDN)  

 

NSM TikTok Challenge  

1st Placer – RC Rizzavelle Ramirez, RC Frodagy 

C. Ramirez, Bernard Chris Ramirez (Matho Cor-

tes, SDS)  

2nd Placer – Carl Vincent Vicio, Jessa Mae Rave-

lo, Rochel Taer (SSCT Del Carmen)  

3rd Placer – Joshua Ramirez, Mary Joy Mainit, 

Marjorie Salino (Masinag Dancers)  

4th Placer – Jay-R Gato, Mark Zoilo Tajonera, 

Arvie Dahang (Cagwait, SDS)  

5th Placer – Jharese Jhoye P. Erandio, Angelina 

Carly R. Apostol, Carlos R. Sabejon  

 

14th Inter-Agency/LGU Statistics Quiz  

1st Placer – Commission on Higher Education 

(CHED)  

2nd Placer – Department of Transportation (DOTr)  

3rd Placer – Commission on Audit (COA)  

 

The winners received corresponding cash prizes, 

tokens, and certificates of recognition form spon-

soring agencies. Other non-winning participants 

received tokens and certificates of participation.  

 

The month-long celebration concluded with the 

conduct of 32nd NSM Closing Ceremony on 29 

October 2021 through teleconference via Zoom. 

Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP) Butuan Branch 

hosted the said event.  
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awarded the plaque of recognition to the Provincial Local Government Unit of Dinagat Islands. The  

 

provincial government was recognized for their support in advocating statistics and promoting its use 

in planning and policy making.  

The event was concluded with closing remarks delivered by Chief Statistical Specialist Melchor B. 

Bautista of PSA. He commended and thanked DOLE Caraga for hosting the 32nd NSM Opening Cer-

emony in the region. CSS Bautista also mentioned and acknowledged the support of the RSC mem-

bers and all the participants.  

The NSM is an annual celebration and was first observed in 1990 pursuant to Presidential Proclama-

tion No. 647 signed by then President Corazon C. Aquino on September 20, 1990, ―Declaring the 

Month of October of Every Year as the National Statistics Month‖.  

From Page 2 

Caraga RSC kicks off 32nd National Statis-

tics Month Celebration 

Philippine Statistics Authority completes the 

Compilation of the Caraga Asset Account for 

Non Metallic Resources: 2015 - 2019  

Services Office XIII  

in support of the region’s Economic-

Environmental and Natural Resources Ac-

counting (EENRA) endeavor. It aims to ac-

count the volume of production and the corre-

sponding value of non-metallic resources as 

well as to map the location and distribution of 

non-metallic minerals in the region, among 

others.   

 

The collection and compilation of updated da-

ta was conducted from January to March 2021 

while the finalization of the data estimation 

was done from September to November of the 

same year. The draft write-up of the compila-

tion was issued a provisional International 

Standard Serial Number (ISSN) by the Nation-

al Library of the Philippines. 

From Page 1 

Infographics on the result of Caraga’s Mineral Asset 

Account for 2019. 



  

  
PSA Carried Out Several Trainings on 

the Different Programs/Projects/

Activities for the 3rd Quarter of 2021 
 

By Lovervelle C. Olaco 
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2021 Updating of the List of Least Accessible Areas (ULLAA) and No-Build Zones 
 

As part of the development of the 2023 Geo-enabled Master Sample, the 2021 ULLAA and No-

Build Zones was conducted which aimed to update the existing list of Least Accessible Barangays 

(LABs) in the country and identified other LABs that constitute only a portion or portions of the 

whole barangay such as an enumeration zone, purok, sitio, or a segment of a barangay.  

 

In relation to this, the task force training was carried out on November 15 to 17, 2021 thru Cisco 

Webex. It was participated by the Regional Director, SOCD, and Provincial Chief Statistical Special-

ists, Regional and Provincial Mapping Focal Persons, and mapping hired personnel. The updating 

operation was from November to December 2021. 
 

2022 Pilot Census of Agriculture and Fisheries (CAF) 
 

The Census of Agriculture and Fisheries (CAF) is a decennial undertaking of the complete count of 

all farm operators. It gathers data on structures and characteristics of farms such as size; tenure of 

holdings; land use and area planted to crops; production and number of livestock and poultry; and 

distribution and number of households engaged in farming, fishing, and related activities. This basic 

information is essential in drawing up programs and policies for the agricultural and fishery sectors 

of the economy, specifically toward improving the lot of small farm workers and, ultimately, the rural 

poor.  

 

A pilot CAF was conducted where Socorro, Surigao del Norte is one of the pilot areas. In connec-

tion with the 2022 Pilot CAF, task force training on enumeration was done from October 11 to 16, 

2021 via a virtual platform. It was followed by the second level training from October 18 to 23, 2021. 

Meanwhile, the training on data processing was conducted from November 29 to December 1, 

2021, in Surigao del Norte. Data processing followed after the training. 
 

 2021 Pilot CBMS 
 

One of the pilot areas for 2021 CBMS is Bayugan City, Agusan del Sur. In connection with the 

CBMS data processing, the PSA Central Office (CO) conducted Data Processing System Module 1 

Training thru Cisco Webex on November 23 to 26, 2021. The training was attended by the CBMS 

focal and alternate focal persons in RSSO and pilot province as well as the CBMS hired personnel 

– Information Systems Analyst (ISA), Statistical Analyst (SA), and Census Area Supervisors 

(CASs). 

 

In addition, a meeting and technical assistance on geotagging outputs for the Data Processing Sys-

tem (DPS) 1 was hosted by PSA CO thru Zoom on December 23, 2021. The meeting was attended 

by the CBMS focal and alternate focal persons in RSSO and pilot province as well as the CBMS 

hired personnel. 
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 PSA conducts 2nd Caraga Statistics 

Congress and Data Festival  

By Rhea Mae P. Abuzo 

As part of the 32nd National Statistics Month Celebration, the 2nd Caraga Statistics Congress and Da-

ta Festival (2CSCDF) took place on 19 October 2021 at Almont Inland Resort, J.C. Aquino Avenue, 

Butuan City with the theme: ―NSM@32: Revving up for Economic and Social Recovery Through Evi-

dence-Based Policies‖.  

The 2CSCDF is a one-day hybrid event spearheaded by the Philippine Statistics Authority – RSSO XIII 

in coordination with the Caraga Regional Statistics Committee (RSC). Around 200 participants attend-

ed the event composed of RSC members, national government agencies, local government units, col-

lege students, and residents in the region.  

It features scientific sessions, invited/contributed paper sessions, and panel discussions in the goal of 

(1) providing an avenue for data analysts, statisticians, planning officers and data users to meet to-

gether, (2) promoting a culture of excellence among data managers through sharing and exchange of 

data management practices and developments, and (3) eliciting the cooperation and support of statisti-

cians and professionals in related fields from the government, academe and private sector towards a 

more responsive statistical system.  

In her opening message, NEDA Caraga Regional Director and RSC Chairman Priscilla R. Sonido reit-

erated the crucial role of statistics in efforts for socio economic recovery and development. She also 

underscored that navigating through this pandemic and thriving on the new normal requires the whole 

of nation, whole of government and whole of society. Thus, she called on everyone’s continued sup-

port to all statistical endeavors of the region.  

2CSCDF 

Photo 

Gallery 

Continue to Page 7 



 

Also among the invited speakers for the event was PSA National Statistician and Civil Registrar General 

Undersecretary Claire Dennis S. Mapa who delivered his keynote address virtually. In his message, 

Usec. Mapa emphasized the commitment of the PSA to remain responsive and to provide the statistical 

needs and emerging demands of its stakeholders despite the limitations caused by the pandemic. As part 

of this continuing effort, he stressed the need for initiatives like the 2CSCDF to further strengthen the sta-

tistical cooperation within the regions and across the country.  

Lastly, USEC Mapa expressed his hope for the 2CSCDF organizing committee to be inspired to continue 

innovating, embracing the use of technology and promoting the use of statistics in order to help strength-

en the socio-economic status of the Philippines. The same hope was expressed by the participants when 

most of them said that they learned so much from the activity and that conducting another Caraga Statis-

tics Congress and Data Festival in the future is something that the PSA and the RSC should consider.  

In response, PSA Regional Director and RSC Vice Chairman Rosalinda C. Apura announced that the 3rd 

Caraga Statistics Congress and Data Festival will take place in 2022. The activity concluded with RD 

Apura expressing her sincere appreciation to the members of the RSC for their support and cooperation, 

to the participants from the public and private sector and to the working committee – all of whom have 

contributed to the success of the 2CSCDF.  

By. Lovervelle C. Olaco 
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By Lovervelle C. Olaco 

Caraga Prepares for the Conduct of the 2022 
Community-Based Monitoring System (CBMS) 

Nationwide Rollout 

The CBMS entails a census of households that 
will be undertaken by the Local Government Units 
(LGUs) with the participation of the community 
using an accelerated poverty profiling system in 
the data collection, processing, mapping, and 
analysis of data. Through the conduct of the 
CBMS, several local-level key development indi-
cators that capture various aspects of quality of 
life in cities and municipalities will be gathered 
and compiled, particularly on: (a) health, (b) nutri-
tion, (c) housing, (d) water and sanitation, (e) 
basic education, (f) income, (g) employment, and 
(h) peace and order. As stipulated by the Repub-
lic Act No. 11315, otherwise known as the CBMS 
Act, the Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA) is 
mandated to lead the implementation, while each 
city and municipality shall be the primary data col-
lecting authority within its locality. 
 

In response to the invitation from the Provincial 

Planning and Development Office of Agusan del 

Sur, a lecture on the CBMS Budget Calculator 

was conducted on October 12, 2021, 2:00 pm 

via Zoom. Senior Statistical Specialist (SrSS) 

Lovervelle C. Olaco acted as the presenter. Sim-

ilarly, Regional Director Rosalinda C. Apura 

joined the activity and accommodated all the 

queries from the LGUs of Agusan del Sur.  

 

On a different setting, SrSS Olaco presented the 

Budget Calculator to the Provincial Statistical 

Office of Surigao del Sur on November 4, 2021.  

She specifically explained the brief background 

that focused on the funding for the 2022 CBMS 

nationwide rollout, the technical features of the 

calculator and the instructions on how to use it, 

and the other accompanying files. Likewise, RD 

Apura attended the activity.  

From Page 6 
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Doing some research work?   

Visit or call: 

 

Freeman Bldg., J.C. Aquino Ave.,  

Butuan City 

Tel. No.: (085) 225-5219 (ORD)/

(085)  

815-2878 (SOCD) 

Telefax No.: (085) 815-4935 

 

e-mail: 

psacarga_rsso13@yahoo.com.ph 

Website: http://www.psa.gov.ph 
Facebook: Philippine Statistics 

Authority - RSSO XIII 
Twitter: @PSA13Caraga 

 

 

 

“The Philippine Statistics Authority recognizes its role in evi-
dence-based policy making and decision making” – USEC 
Dennis S. Mapa, PhD, PSA National Statistician and Civil Registration 
General 

 

The last quarter of the year 2021 is highlighted by the celebration of 
the National Statistics Month. The celebration’s theme “NSM@32: 
Revving up for Economic and Social Recovery Through Evidence-
Based Policies” is reflective of PSA’s commitment in remaining re-
sponsive to the needs of its stakeholders by providing timely, accu-
rate and relevant statistics. 

During this quarter, PSA—Caraga has taken part in initiatives that 
supports the agency’s  mandate to provide data that will aid in poli-
cy formulation and decision making towards the  attainment of eco-
nomic and social recovery. Among these efforts are  the conduct of 
the Community-based Monitoring System (CBMS) which captures 
various aspects of quality of life including health, nutrition and 
housing among many others, and the Census of Agriculture and 
Fisheries (CAF) which gathers information that are essential in 
drawing up programs and policies for the agricultural and fishery 
sector. Both undertakings have included Caraga as one of their pilot 
areas.  

In addition, PSA Caraga continues to conduct other statistical en-
deavors and initiatives—such as the conduct of the 2nd Caraga Sta-
tistics Congress and Data Festival that promote the use of statistics 
to aid in the strengthening of the socio-economic status of the 
country, especially of Caraga Region.  

Caraga’s population as of May 1, 

2020 is 2,804,788 based on the 

2020 Census of Population       

           (2020 CPH). This  

           accounts for 2.57% of 

the Philippine  

population in  

2020. 

 

 

 

 

In 2018, 3.01 million cubic 

meters (cu.m) of sand and 

gravel was mined in the  

                                                             region. This was  
 

valued at 74.44 million pesos.  

Source: Caraga Asset Account 

for Non-Metallic Mineral  

Resources: 2015—2019 

PSA and its Commitment  

to Post Pandemic Recovery 


