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Caraga’s economy contracted
by 7.2 percent in 2020
By Cale P. Pineda

PSA Caraga released the results of the Regional Accounts of the Philippines (RAP) data
compilation and estimation. According to the report, Caraga’s economy contracted by 7.2
percent in 2020 but the rate is higher than the National Average of negative 9.6 percent..
The announcement of the
result was made by PSA
Caraga Regional Director
Rosalinda C. Apura through
a virtual news conference
which was attended by various
offices, government
agencies, tri-media partners,
stakeholders,
and
data
source agencies.
The news conference was
simultaneously
conducted
with the other regions on 29
April 2021 at 10:00 AM. It
was attended and participated by various offices, government agencies, tri-media
partners, stakeholders, and
data
source
agencies
through Zoom platform.
Also present during the activity was National Economic
Development
Authority
(NEDA) Caraga Director
Priscilla R. Sonido who emphasized that the region entered 2020 with a strong
foundation towards achieving
sustainable socioeconomic
development and attaining its
goal of becoming the FAME
Center of the Philippines by
2022 despite the challenges

brought by the occurrence of
the Covid-19 pandemic.
The 2020 Report on the Performance of Caraga’s Economy as measured by Gross
Regional Domestic Product
(GRDP) covers the value of
goods and services produced in the region during
the year. It is usually reported in terms of growth rates
and expressed in real terms
or at constant prices. On the
other hand, the Gross Regional Domestic Expenditure
(GRDE) measures the expenditure of residents of the
region in the domestic territory plus their expenditures
in other regions including
the Rest Of the World
(ROW).
The revised and rebased
regional accounts, namely
the GRDP and GRDE are
prepared to capture the rapidly changing economic phenomenon as a result of information and communication
technologies, globalization,
digitalization, and the existence of new type of transactions in the economy.
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PhilSys Step 2 Registration
Opens in SM Butuan
By Mary Jean G. Calamba
The Philippine Statistics Authority RSSO XIII
together with PSA Agusan Del Norte and in
cooperation with the Local Government Unit
of Butuan City launched the Philippine Identification System (PhilSys) Step 2 Fixed Registration Center at SM Butuan on June 21, 2021
putting in motion Republic Act No. 11055 or
the Philippine Identification Act in the region.
The launching was headed by PSA Caraga
Chief Administrative Officer Ms. Bernadeth I.
Bonachita, together with Butuan City Mayor

PSA personnel taking the biometrics of Mayor Lagnada
as he registers for his PhilSys ID

PSA Caraga Chief Administrative Officer giving an interview about the PhilSys Registration in Caraga

Ronnie Vicente C. Lagnada, PSA Agusan del
Norte Chief Statistical Specialist Mr. Reynelo
S. Magno and SM City Butuan Manager Ms.
Kristine Joy Baritua.
The PhilSys ID is a valid identification with no
expiry. It may be secured through one-time
registration and is free of charge. However,
population under 15 years old are expected to
change their ID when they reach age 15 and
those whose marital status may change.

From left to right - PSA Caraga Chief Administrative Officer
Ms. Bernadeth I. Bonachita, Butuan City Mayor Ronnie
Vicente C. Lagnada, SM Cuty Butuan manager Ms.
Kristine Joy Baritua and PSA Agusan del Norte Chief
Statistical Specialist Mr. Reynelo S. Magno

Mayor Lagnada of Butuan City with PSA Caraga personnel posing for a photo op after the launching.
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PSA-RSSO XIII holds consultative forum
for 2021 Updating of the List
of Establishments
By Presa P. Villarina
The Philippine Statistics Authority – Regional Statistical Services Office XIII (PSA-RSSO XIII) conducted a consultative forum for the 2021 Updating
of the List of Establishments (2021 ULE) on 27
May 2021 via Zoom video conferencing. It was
participated by 58 representatives from the regional line agencies, business establishments,
local government units, media, and PSA regional
and provincial offices.
Regional Director Rosalinda C. Apura presented
the highlights of the 2018 List of Establishments.
She shared that the region’s number of establishments increased by 17.5 percent in 2018 with
19,873 establishments from 16,907 establishments in 2016.
On the other hand, Statistical Specialist II Elsa D.
Raneses discussed the overview and rationale on
the conduct of the 2021 ULE. She said that the
listing is a nationwide undertaking that aims to
provide an updated and reliable sampling frame
for the census and surveys of establishments.
She added that the activity is necessary to assess
the changes brought by the pandemic and some
natural calamities which happened in 2020.
In addition, Senior Statistical Specialist Lovervelle
C. Olaco discussed the data items included for
the listing. She said that these items include business name, registered name, business address,
and information related to their business activities.
The 2021 ULE consultative forum was carried out
to raise awareness to all stakeholders, disseminate the uses and importance of the updating of
the list of establishments, and to gain support and
cooperation from the establishments during the
operation. The updating activity will be conducted
in all provinces in the region from 10 May to 31
July 2021.

Participants during the virtual consultative forum on
2021 ULE on 27 May 2021

“The goal (of Statistics) is to
transform data into
information, and
information into insight...”
- Carly Fiorina
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PSA- Caraga
promotes the use of
QSPBI Online Facility
for Establishment
(QOFE)
By Kenneth D. Dalubatan
The Philippine Statistics Authority - Caraga
conducted the Tutorial for Accomplishing the
Quarterly Survey of Philippine Business and
Industry
(QSPBI)
Online
Facility
for
Establishment (OFE) on May 17, 2021 using
the Google Meet application. The participants
of the said activity were the Chief Statistical
Specialists and provincial focal persons who
will serve as trainers during the third level
training. The Q-OFE is purposely developed as
a way of promoting the online submission of
the questionnaire especially during the COVID19 pandemic in order to further improve the

response rate of the survey. The QSPBIOFE can be accessed through https://
qspbi.psa.gov.ph.
In her welcome message, PSA Caraga
Regional Director Rosalinda C. Apura
encouraged the participants for a 100%
response rate from the stakeholders in the
conduct of the QSPBI.
The QSPBI is one of the designated
statistical activities of PSA which provides
quarterly
data
on
employment,
compensation, revenue or sales, and
inventories for the various sectors of the
economy except agriculture classified
under the 2009 Philippine Standard
Industrial Classification (PSIC).

RD Rosalinda C. Apura (at the center) as she delivered her welcome message during the virtual activity.

With this, the PSA enjoins all sample
establishments to use the new system
and to respond to the said undertaking in
a timely and truthful manner.
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PSA Conducts the April 2021 Labor
Force Survey with Rider Questions
under the UN Women Project
By Odelia A. Acero
The Labor Force Survey (LFS) for April 2021
was conducted by PSA Caraga with GenderSensitive Coronavirus 2019 (Covid-19) related
questions under the UN Women Project. The
questions aim to collect data on the gendered
impacts or consequences of COVID-19,
particularly on the changes in time spent by

women and men on unpaid household and care
work. The rider questions were already
integrated in the LFS questionnaire installed in
the tablet for Computer Aided Data Collection
System (CADaCS). Four Replicates from the
new 2013 Master Sample were interviewed for
April 2021 LFS and its rider surveys.

The Labor Force Survey (LFS) is a nationwide
survey of households conducted by the PSA to
gather data on the demographic and socioeconomic characteristics of the population. It
aims to provide a quantitative framework for the
preparation of plans and formulation of policies
affecting the labor market. Specifically, the
survey is designed to provide statistics on levels
and trends of employment, unemployment and
underemployment for the country, as a whole,
and for each of the administrative regions,
including provinces and key cities.
An SR conducting the interview whilst observing health protocols

DID YOU KNOW?
Caraga is among the ten (10) regions in the country
whose GRDP growth is above the national average. The
region ranked 5th in terms of regions with lowest contraction at 7.2 percent. BARMM recorded the lowest
decline with -1.9%, followed by Region 12 with -4.3%.
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PSA Caraga Conducts the 2nd Quarter RSC Meeting
By. Cale B. Pineda
The Regional Statistics Committee (RSC)Caraga virtually conducted its second
quarter meeting for 2021 last 26 May 2021
via Zoom platform.
The committee was established to provide
direction and guidance to regional/local
statistical development activities. It serves as
the venue for discussion and resolution of
statistical issues at the local level and the
policymaking body on statistical matters.
The RSC Secretariat convened at PSA RSSO
XIII Conference Room, Freeman Building, J.C.
Aquino Avenue, Butuan City. Out of the twentyfive (25) member-agencies, twenty (20) were in
attendance. The matters arising from the
minutes of the previous meeting were
presented before proceeding to the discussion
of the agenda.
For the New Business, the committee
discussed the New PSA Board Resolutions,
programs and activities for the National

Statistics Month Celebration, RSC support to
the 2nd Caraga Statistics Congress and Data
Festival, Provincial Statistics Committee issues
and concerns, Philippine Identification System
registration, reviewed and cleared surveys
under the Statistical Survey Review and
Clearance System and the Caraga Covid-19
situationer among others.

The Regional Statistics Committee Chairman and NEDA Regional
Director Priscilla Sonido presides the quarterly meeting via online
platform.

PSA Conducts the 2020 ASPBI and 2020 STEP
By. Jerily B. Matutod
The Philippine Statistics Authority—RSSO XIII conducted the 2020 Annual Survey of Philippine
Business and Industry (ASPBI) with its rider survey the 2020 Survey of Tourism Establishments in the
Philippines (STEP). The surveys cover 748 sample establishments for the 2020 STEP in the region.
The distribution of questionnaires started in April 2021 and was conducted nationwide with 2020 as the
reference period.
PSA Caraga encouraged the sample establishments to support the surveys and to cooperate by
providing the needed information. Sample establishments were requested to accomplish the online
questionnaires as PSA promotes digital innovation towards its surveys especially with the current
Covid-19 pandemic.
The 2020 ASPBI aims to collect and generate information on the levels, structure, performance and
trends of economic activities of the formal sector of the economy for the year 2020. On the other hand,
the 2020 STEP generates economic statistics that will be used to measure the progress of tourism
industry in the country.
The agency assures the respondents of the surveys that all the information collected are kept strictly
confidential and will not be used for the purpose of taxation, investigation or regulation as stipulated in
Section 26 of Republic Act 10625
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Caraga’s population as of May 1,
2020 is 2,804,788 based on the
2020 Census of Population
(2020 CPH). This
accounts for 2.57% of
the Philippine
population in
2020.
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The Role of Statistics
During the Covid-19
Pandemic
“All crisis are an opportunity. This is definitely a time for data” –

Stefan Schweinfest, Director of the United Nations Statistics Division

Since the start of the Covid-19 Pandemic, statistics has been in the forefront of the news section. With what is happening now, the general public has started to appreciate the relevance of statistics and to use it as basis
for decision making. Now, more than ever, data and statistics matter so
much to everyone especially among planners, policy-makers and executives of the various agencies.
The provision of timely and quality statistics during the pandemic is imperative as it allows us to get a picture of the situation using a quantitative
tool which is reflective of the actual state of the region not only in terms
of health but also in terms of the socio-economic condition.
The Philippine Statistics Authority is mandated to regularly collect and
analyse statistical sample surveys on all aspects of socio-economic life for
the use of the public and the government. As such, the Regional Statistical
Services Office (RSSO) XIII continue to perform its mandate despite numerous restrictions in order to provide relevant statistics to all its stakeholders.
In the regular conduct of statistical surveys by the agency, Covid-related
questions has been integrated—such as in the Labor Force Survey. The
results of which are used as basis for estimates and plans for economic
recovery in the region.
This volume of the Balanghai Duon Publication presents to you the various statistical activities conducted by PSA-RSSO XIII as it continues to
serve the region by providing accurate and timely statistics with the aim of
making a significant contribution in the region’s effort to achieve growth
and development in the midst of the pandemic.
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