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The Philippine Statistics
Authority commenced the conduct
of the 2020 Census of Population
and Housing (CPH) on September
1, 2020 nationwide. In Caraga,
over 2,000 enumerators visited the
households and conducted face-toface interview following the health
protocols. The information collected
were demographic characteristics,
socio-economic characteristics,
cultural characteristics, structural
characteristics and facilities of the
housing units.
CPH refers to the complete
process of collecting, compiling,
evaluating, analyzing, publishing
and disseminating data about the
population and housing units in the
country. It aims to provide
government planners, policy
makers, and administrators with
population and housing data on
which to base their social and

economic development plans,
policies, and programs.
Before the start of the operation,
series of trainings were conducted by
the office. The 2nd level training was
done on July 20-25, 2020 at
Balanghai Hotel and Convention
Center, Doongan, Butuan City. It was
participated by selected personnel of
PSA Regional and Provincial Offices
in Caraga. The 3rd level training was
held on August 3-8, 2020 at the
respective provinces. The training
was participated by selected
provincial office staff and hired
Census Area Supervisors (CASs)
and Headquarters Clerk of the
provinces.
Meanwhile, 4th level training was
conducted in three batches.
Continued on page 2...
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Continued from page 1...
The first batch was concluded on August 10-15, 2020, the second batch
was done on August 17-22, 2020, and the third batch was held on August
24-29, 2020. The activity was joined by the hired Enumerators where
concepts and definitions of the CPH were discussed. On the 5 th day of the
training, Team Supervisors (TSs) were selected. They attended the last day
of the training where the Supervisor’s Manual was tackled. Venues for the
4th level trainings in some municipalities were provided by the Local
Government Units (LGUs).

2 nd Convening/Meeting of the

Regional Census Coordinating
Board (RCCB) via Google Meet

By Saracelyn S. Segales

In preparation for the upcoming 2020 Census of Population and Housing (CPH), the Regional Census Coordinating Board (RCCB) in
Caraga has successfully conducted its 2nd convening/meeting presided by the Chairperson, the
Regional Director of National Economic and Development Authority (NEDA), Atty. Bonifacio G.
Uy on July 08, 2020. He was assisted by the Executive Officer,
Regional Director Philippine
Statistics Office-RSSO XIII
Dr. Rosalinda C.
Apura.

agreements such as the Memorandum Circular
from DILG were presented providing support/
assistance to the PSA for the conduct of 2020 CPH;
Draft of resolutions were requested to officially
propose support and clearance of PSA personnel to
perform census activity in the region and to adopt
support of the new timetable/ schedule of 2020
CPH; and RCCB secretariat was also requested to
draft a letter requesting DOH for the provision of
medicines/ vaccines for the census personnel.

The meeting was undertaken via Google
Meet, out of the 31 RCCB members, 21 were
present. The agreements during the virtual
meeting were presented by the head of RCCB
Secretariat, SOCD Chief Statistical Specialist
Mr. Melchor B Bautista of Philippine Statistics
Office RSSO XIII. All member agencies raised
their concerns from the preparation up to the outcome of the conduct of 2020 CPH. Previous

In the midst of the pandemic, the 2020 CPH
activity must persist despite the difficulties that we
are currently facing. The challenge now is how to
make the 2020 CPH activities successful, truthful
and safe.

“Knowledge is like a garden; if it is not
cultivated, it cannot be harvested.”
Proverb
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Government Agencies Support the Conduct of 2020 CPH
By Elsa D. Raneses

DOH Caraga Provides
Face Masks and Vitamins
The Department of Health (DOH) Caraga donated 60 boxes or 3,000 pieces of disposable face masks and
5 boxes of multivitamins capsule on July 30, 2020 to PSA Caraga. This is in support to the conduct of 2020
CPH. These items were distributed to the census hired personnel of the provinces that include Enumerators,
Team Supervisors, Headquarters Clerks, and Census Area Supervisors. The face masks were used during the
field operation of 2020 CPH which was started on September 1, 2020.

NEDA Caraga Donates
Isuzu XT Wagon to PSA

In support to the conduct of the 2020 CPH, NEDA Caraga donated one unit Isuzu XT Wagon 2010 with
plate no. SJF991 to PSA Caraga. The turned-over of the vehicle was done on August 19, 2020 at NEDA
Caraga Office, J. Rosales Avenue, Butuan City. It was participated by NEDA Caraga Regional Director Atty.
Bonifacio G. Uy, PSA Caraga Regional Director Dr. Rosalinda C. Apura, PSA Caraga Chief Administrative
Officer Bernadeth I. Bonachita, PSA Caraga Administrative Officer III Elvisa A. delos Santos and selected
NEDA Caraga staff. It was also witnessed by COA Auditor Walter C. Peguit.

“There is only one way to happiness and that is to cease worrying
about things which are beyond the power of our will.”
Epictetus
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PSA Caraga urges cooperation
and support for 2020 Census of
Population and Housing
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By Presa P. Villarina
scheduled. However, in case there
are areas under strict quarantine or
lockdown, the census can be
deferred to another schedule which
is much safer to do the enumeration
activities.

Participants during the 2020 CPH Virtual Press Launching on August 28,

During the 2020 Census of
Population (2020 CPH) Virtual
Press Launch, the Philippine
Statistic Authority (PSA) Caraga
urges the public to support and
cooperate in the conduct of the
census in September 2020. The
launching was held on 28 August
2020 at 10:00 am via google meet
and
participated
by
media
personnel and members of the
Regional Census Coordinating
Board (RCCB) and Regional
Statistics Committee (RSC).
PSA Caraga Regional Director
Rosalinda C. Apura announced that
the census will be conducted by
enumerators starting September 1,
2020. “Ako pod ginaawhag ang
mga Caraganons to join us by
answering the inquiries sa atong
mga enumerators nga mag bisita
kaninyo starting September 1” (I
also urge the Caraganons to join us
by answering the inquiries of our

enumerators who will visit them
starting September 1), RD Apura
said.
The census is part of the PSA
mandate and will be undertaken
despite the Covid-19 pandemic.
Safety measures and health
protocols was emphasized during
the training for the enumerators to
observe such as wearing of PPEs
and face shield. They must also
observe
social
or
physical
distancing. RD Apura requested all
Census Area Supervisors to bring
thermal
scanners
during
supervision and monitor the body
temperature of their assigned
enumerators. She also thanked
the Department of Health (DOH)
Caraga for providing the PSA
around 3,000 pieces of face mask
for the census personnel.
RD Apura urges everyone’s
understanding and hoped to
implement
the
census
as

The PSA will give households
the following options to undergo the
census: i) Paper-Assisted Personal
Interview (PAPI) or a face-to-face
interview that will take about 15-30
minutes; ii) filling-out of SelfAdministered Questionnaires (SAQ);
iii)
Paper-Assisted
Telephone
Interview (PATI) or a telephone
interview upon
providing
the
enumerator with a phone number;
and iv) Computer-Assisted Web
Interview
(CAWI)
to
be
accomplished through online
RD Apura shared that the
respondents are obliged to give
truthful and complete answers to
any statistical inquiries as stipulated
in the law. The information gathered
from the census will be held strictly
confidential. She emphasized that
PSA will release data gathered in
the form of summaries or statistical
tables, in which no reference to an
individual or establishment shall
appear.
The 2020 CPH is designed
primarily to take inventory of the
total population and housing units in
the Philippines. It aims to provide
government
planners,
policy
makers, and administrators with
data on which to base their social
and economic development plans
and programs.
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The JULY 2020 LABOR FORCE SURVEY /
2020 ANNUAL POVERTY INDICATORS SURVEY
By Odelia A. Acero
The Labor Force Survey (LFS) is a nationwide
quarterly survey of households conducted by the PSA
to gather data on the demographic and socioeconomic characteristics of the population. It aims to
provide a quantitative framework for the preparation of
plans and formulation of policies affecting the labor
market. Specifically, the survey is designed to provide
statistics on levels and trends of employment,
unemployment and underemployment for the country,
as a whole, and for each of the administrative regions,
including provinces and key cities.
For this round, the July 2020 LFS was conducted
together with the 2020 Annual Poverty Indicators
Survey (APIS) which gathers data that can be used to
generate non-income indicators related to poverty that
will be used to asses and monitor the poverty situation
in the country. Likewise, questions on the social
assistance programs received by the families under
Bayanihan to Heal as One Act were also included as
a rider questions.
Both the task force training and 2nd level training
on July 2020 Labor Force Survey (LFS) and 2020
Annual Poverty Indicators Survey were done virtually
using video conference facilities at the Central Office
and at the Regional Statistical Services Offices
(RSSO’s). The task force training conducted on June
15-19, 2020 followed by the 2nd level training on June
22-26, 2020 at RSSO conference room, Freeman
Bldg., J.C. Aquino Ave., Butuan City.

enumerators were sent to different sample barangays/
EAs of the cities/municipalities.
During enumeration the SRs were strategically
dispatched and some provinces adopted the team
approach taking into consideration the current ECQ
situation. PSA personnel visited the barangay offices
for courtesy call and at the same time requested
some assistance in locating the sample households.
This was in strict compliance with the quality
management guidelines and procedures adopted by
the office. The personnel involved wore the provided
PPEs and observed social distancing in compliance
with IATF-EID guidelines. All PSA vehicles were
utilized during the operation.
A total of 2,677 sample housing units/households
in the region were visited, Out of the total samples
2,001 were eligible households; from these
households, 1,975 were completed successfully
representing a response rate of 98.7 percent.
Face to face supervision were only conducted in
Agusan del Norte. Interprovincial supervision were not
conducted since people from other provinces who will
be crossing boarders will be treated as PUM which
requires 14 days quarantine.

Enumeration commenced on July 8 - 31, 2020
after the series of virtual trainings. The trained field

“Your goals are the road maps that guide you and show you
what is possible for your life.”
Les Brown
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Regional Statistics Committee (RSC) Caraga
Conducts its 2nd Meeting for CY 2020 via Google Meet
By Cale P. Pineda

The 2nd RSC Meeting for CY
2020 was successfully conducted
on July 8, 2020 thru Google Meet.
It was presided by Atty. Bonifacio
G. Uy, NEDA-Caraga Regional
Director. With the “new normal”,
the committee continued to perform
its duties and obligations in
resolving statistical issues and
concerns at the regional level
despite of COVID 19 impediments.

After the presentation of the
updates for the mineral account,
Mines and Geosciences Bureau
(MGB) RD Glenn Marcelo C. Noble
shared technical inputs for the
mineral account of Caraga. It was
also agreed on the meeting that the
members of the steering committee
will be provided with the initial
report on the mineral account for
comments, and further review and
assessment.

To understand the CBMS
implementation fully RD Rosalinda
C. Apura made detailed discussion
on the system. She mentioned the
stages that will be undertaken in
consideration with the budgetary
constraints.

The following were among the
agenda under the new business
discussed and tackled during the
meeting:

A. Updates on the regular/major
activities of PSA (i.e., NSM,
PSQ, Statistics Congress
and Data Festival)

 Updates on the Community-Based
Monitoring System (CBMS)

B. Updates on Philsys

“Knowledge is like a garden; if it is not cultivated, it cannot be harvested.”
--Proverb

 Updates on the Mineral Account of
Caraga
 Reviewed and Cleared Surveys
under SSRSCS
 Updates on the Conduct of 2020
Census of Population and Housing
(CPH)
 COVID-19 Protocols of PSA in
Collecting Data
 Other Matters
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In the midst of pandemic, we are all
facing new challenges to prevent transmission of the deadly
virus “COVID-19”. We have adopted new behaviors to
prevent infection, such as wearing of mask, social
distancing, proper hygience, working and schooling at
home, virtual learning/training/meeting, etc. These new
behaviors have become part of our everyday habits. Though
we have encountered difficulties in adjusting the new
habits, the so-called “New Normal”.
Our willingness to adopt the “New Normal” can be a
cure to lead us to a new future, a benefit to secure our lives,
our future, our family, our children.

CALE P. PINEDA

ROSALINDA C. APURA, D.M.
Regional Director
RSSO XIII (Caraga)
(Adviser)

PSA RSSO XIII OFFICIALS:
MELCHOR B. BAUTISTA
CSS-SOCD
RSSO XIII (Caraga)
BERNADETH I. BONACHITA
CAO-CRASD
RSSO XIII (Caraga)
REYNELO S. MAGNO
CSS, Agusan del Norte
BRIGIDITO R. ACEBU
CSS, Agusan del Sur

“Guard well your spare moments. They are like
uncut diamonds. Discard them and their value
will never be known. Improve them and they will
become the brightest gems in a useful life. “

GLENNBOY C. LISTON
CSS, Dinagat Islands
GUILLERMO M. LIPIO JR.
CSS, Surigao del Norte

—Ralph Waldo Emerson
RUEL L. DRES
CSS, Surigao del Sur

Doing some research work?
Visit or call:

“Your goals are the road maps that
guide you and show you what is possible
for your life.”
Les Brown

Freeman Bldg., J.C. Aquino Ave.,
Butuan City
Tel. No.: (085) 225-5219 (ORD)/
(085) 815-2878 (SOCD)
Telefax No.: (085) 815-4935
e-mail:
psacaraga_rsso13@yahoo.com.ph
Website: http://www.psa.gov.ph

